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MINUTES OF THE DURALIE COAL COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Thursday 1st December 2011 

 
Attendees: 
Milton Morris AO  CCC Chairman  Rod Williams  CCC Member 
Donald Carroll   CCC Member  Alan Fisher-Webster CCC Member  
Tony Tersteeg   CCC Member  Brian Eastoe  CCC Member 
Cr Karen Hutchinson  Great Lakes Council Lisa Schiff  Great Lakes Council 
Mike Smith       Gloucester Coal Ltd (GCL) Tony Dwyer      Gloucester Coal Ltd (GCL) 
Rachael Windrum    Gloucester Coal Ltd (GCL)  Peter Cribb   GCL consultant   
 
1. Welcome and Apologies: 
The meeting commenced at 10:07am with a welcome by the Chairman.   
Nil apologies/absentees. 
 
2. Confirmation of Minutes of 1 September 2011 Meeting: 
The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed.   (Williams, all agreed) 
 
3. Business Arising From Previous Meeting: 
a) Regarding Duralie Coal’s contributions to Great Lakes Council for community infrastructure,  
Ms Schiff addressed the correspondence she sent to the Chairman (distributed to members before 
the CCC meeting) and provided additional information regarding the matter.  
 
A copy of Great Lakes Council’s Duralie Coal Income Expense Report as at 02/11/11 was provided to 
all attendees, outlining expenditure figures and recipients of the funding from 2005 to current, plus 
income from Duralie Coal for the Community Infrastructure and interest received, from 2003.   
Ms Schiff advised that this funding is held in a separate fund to other income, is not spent on Council 
core business. 
 
There was considerable discussion within the committee regarding the constitution of the S355  
sub-committee that will assess the funding applications, the provision of recommendations to 
Council, timeliness of the process (of selecting a new subcommittee and for assessing applications), 
expenditure of the money and concerns regarding same.   
 
Ms Schiff advised that Council was re-advertising in both local papers and community noticeboards 
for community members for the Section 355 committee that will assess the applications and make 
recommendations to Council. 
 
Following a discussion about the makeup of the subcommittee to assess the Community 
Infrastructure grants, the committee agreed that the Chairman of the CCC would meet with Council 
to discuss the makeup of the S355 committee in light of the committee’s concerns that were raised 
and discussed during this meeting. 
 
Action Item: The Chairman will meet with Council representatives early in 2012 to discuss the 
makeup of the relevant Section 355 committee in view of the conversation at this CCC meeting. 
 
Mr Williams enquired about Duralie Coal’s contribution to Council for the Karuah Catchment 
Management Program (as required under the Project Approval) and application/consultation for 
this.  Ms Schiff advised that she would ask Council’s Manager Natural Systems, Mr Gerard 
Tuckerman, to address a CCC meeting on this matter if the committee wishes.  
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4. General Business: 
a) Environmental Monitoring Report: 
This report was presented to the committee by GCL, with general discussions relating to the results.   
 
Dust gauge monitoring: 
Mr Eastoe commented on the practice of excluding the results from sample containing significant 
contamination from bird droppings, vegetation etc and suggested that a CCC member be able to 
accompany the environmental officer conducting the monitoring.  GCL agreed it would allow one 
CCC member each time, to attend the monitoring. 
 
Action Item: GCL to advise CCC members of upcoming dates for dust gauge monitoring and co-
ordinate member attendance. 
 
Discussion regarding dust monitoring locations, purpose of monitoring and types of monitors.   
Cr Hutchinson queried the possibility of placing a dust monitor at Stroud Road village.  There was 
general discussion regarding monitor types and possible results, and it was agreed that  
Ms Windrum is available to discuss this matter with individual community members if required. 
  
High Volume Dust Sample results showed a spike in results in mid-late September and the 
environmental log noted smoke haze at that time.  The committee agreed that this timeframe is 
traditionally when increased numbers of landholders conduct hazard reduction burning before burn 
permits are required.  Mr Williams asked which dust monitor results would have been obtained by a 
local group that held a dust meeting, and Mr Dwyer advised that all high volume dust monitoring 
results are provided in various formats on GCL website and departments, so unsure where the group 
may have found the information or which monitor it would relate to.  Mr Tersteeg enquired why 
monitors are not placed closer to population centres and GCL advised that the monitor locations are 
guided by the above reasons and predominant wind direction. 
 
Noise: Mr Eastoe queried noise monitoring and if GCL has information regarding the mining activity 
during (quarterly) noise monitoring, referencing how the community may perceive credibility of 
same.  GCL advised that the noise monitoring does consider the mining operations that occur during 
the time of the monitoring, the type of monitoring done, calibration and use of models to calibrate.  
Mr Eastoe requested information of the mining activities occurring during the monitoring that 
recently occurred in the area on a particular property. 
 
Action Item: GCL to provide information/response at the next meeting. 
 
Mr Williams enquired about whether suspended truck bodies (ie suspended thick rubber base) had 
been considered by GCL.  GCL advised its Technical Services Manager would be aware of these, but 
unsure if they have been considered for operations. 
 
Complaints Register: GCL advised it recently established a new Complaint Handling Policy to provide 
the community with a consistent approach and timely response, with Ms Windrum being the 
primary respondent to callers.  This new policy will show in the format of the Complaint Register.  
Further information regarding the complaint handling policy will be provided to the CCC and will be 
available on the company’s website. 
 
Action Item: GCL to provide outline of the company’s Complaints Handling policy at the next CCC 
meeting. 
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b) Proposed Visual Screen for Duralie Extension Project 
GCL gave a presentation of the proposed location, style and height of visual screening works which 
are to be situated along the “Wards River Station” boundary fence between Durallie Rd and the 
main entry (along Bucketts Way).   Screening is required as per a condition of the Project Approval. 
 
CCC Member comments included that the tree screening proposed for the front of the main screen 
will provide positive effect (rather than just the fixed screen); that the screening should be 
considered relative to the (potentially dangerous) curve in the road for accident potential. 
 
c) Correspondence from Mr Eastoe dated 15/10/11: 
Mr Eastoe wrote a letter to the Chairman requesting consideration or information regarding various 
matters.  Some items were answered within the meeting, and some will be carried over to the next 
meeting for GCL’s response. 
 
Action Item: GCL to provide response to specific queries that Mr Eastoe raised during this meeting 
from his correspondence, at next meeting. 
 
d) Correspondence from Gloucester Coal Ltd: 
The Chairman provided CCC members with an information flyer from Gloucester Coal Ltd, regarding 
the proposed Stratford Extension Project, being posted to residences in the vicinity of the Stratford 
mine. 
 
Late Item: 
Mr Eastoe put forward a proposal and written submission to the committee, regarding the recent 
Land & Environment Court decision relating to water management for the Duralie Project.   
  
Action Item: The Chairman has asked that this matter be placed on the agenda for the next meeting 
and that GCL provide a response for discussion. 
 
5. Next Meeting: 
The next meeting is set to commence at 9:30am on a date to be confirmed. 
 
Meeting concluded at 12:03pm. 


